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Table 3. Correlation between one-word
drug name frequencies for five datasets

Table 2. Correlation between brand
name frequencies for 5 datasets
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H+OPD 2000 Outpatient| Inpatient H+OPD 2000| Outpatient | Inpatient
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All the Pearson correlations were significant at the 0.001 level (2-tailed)

Correlation Between Frequencies for Generic Names
> IMS 2000 and NAMCS+OPD 2000
« 701 common generic names yielded a Pearson correlation of 0.789.

< After the removal of non-prescription drugs and vaccines, the remaining 574 common
drug names gave a correlation of 0.915

» Solucient Outpatient and NAMCS+OPD 20
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48826 24819
43971 19245

Amoxicillin 23053 12318

Glucophage 27578 802
Albuterol 41947 11556

DIscussion

» Considerable differences in drug frequency es
commonly used datasets.

« The meaning of frequency is different amo
¥'"NAMCS and NHAMCS - frequency of a dr
vIMS — frequency of a drug dispensed by ph
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» Estimates of correlations between the dataset
« Differences in the characteristics of datase
or construct a more comprehensive picture
sources.
» Nomenclature inconsistency is a major obstac
datasets.

* Methods (e.g., RxNorm) to link across varii
different naming conventions are required

> Estimated absolute frequency differs significa
in nomenclature, sampling and measurement
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